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1 . This written opinion is the first drawn up by this International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 

3. The applicant is hereby invited to reply to this opinion. 

When? See the time limit Indicated above. The applicant may, before the expiration of that time limit, 
request this Authority to grant an extension, see Rule 66.2(d). 

How? By submitting a written reply, accompanied, where appropriate, by amendments, according to Rule 66.3. 
For the form and the language of the amendments, see Rules 66.8 and 66.9. 

Also: For an additional opportunity to submit amendments, see Rule 66.4. 

For the examiner's obligation to consider amendments anctor arguments, see Rule 66.4 bis 
For an informal communication with the examiner, see Rule 66.6. 

If no reply is filed, the international preliminary examination report will be established on the basis of this opinion. 

4. The final date by which the international preliminary 

examination report must be established according to Rule 69.2 is: 18.02.2005 
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WRITTEN OPINION International application No. PCT7BR 03/00143 

I. Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this opinion as "originally 
filed"): 



Description, Pages 

1-10 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-19 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 17 -IfJ as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/for 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This opinion has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been and will not be examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
H claims Nos. 14-19 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so uncjear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

13 no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 14-19 

2. A written opinion cannot be drawn due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing to 
comply with the Standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1 , 2, 1 3 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Claim 1 



1.1. Document DE 196 33 973 (D1), which is considered to represent the closest state of 
the art, discloses an accessory arrangement for a refrigerator door, in which the 
accessories in the form of shelves (25). D1 discloses that the door (10) of the 
refrigerator has an internal wall (14) carrying retaining means (17, 18), which are 
identical to each other and disposed according to horizontal rows and vertical 
columns that are spaced from each other according to a predetermined standard, so 
that each retaining means can receive and retain, simply by fitting a respective 
engaging means (32) incorporated to one of the shelves to be removably affixed to 
the internal wall (1 1) of the door (10). The distances between the vertical columns of 
the retaining means and the widths of the shelves is designed so that the useful width 
of the internal wall can be fully occupied with multiple accessories adjacently 
disposed side by side, each shelf having at least one engaging means fitted in a 
respective retaining means (col. 4, lines 44-50). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from the accessory arrangement of D1 only in 
that the arrangement further comprises accessories in the form of can holders and 
wire frame shelves. 

However, it is well known in the art to provide this kind of accessories in a refrigerator 
door in order to support different products (see for example document DE 295 19 436 
U, which shows wire frame shelves or EP 1 030 141 , which shows a refrigerator door 
provided with shelves and a can holder). 

Therefore, the addition of can holders and wire frame shelves in the arrangement 
disclosed in D1 is matter of normal design and does not involve any inventive skill. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 does not therefore involve an inventive step (Article 
33(3) PCT). 
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1.2. Furthermore, claim 1 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT because the 
subject-matter for which protection is sought is not clear. Claim 1 attempts to define 
an accessory arrangement by reference to a refrigerator door which is not part of the 
claimed arrangement (cf. PCT Guidelines, PCT/GL/3 III, 4.8a). In order to remove the 
lack of clarity caused thereby, the claim should relate to a refrigerator door with an 
accessory arrangement. 

2. Claims 2 and 13 

The additional features of dependent claims 2 and 13 are also disclosed in document 
D1 . Therefore, also the subject matter of claims 2 and 13 does not involve an 
inventive step for the same reasons stated above. 

3. Dependent claims 3-12 contain a great number of features referring to the different 
embodiments of certain details of the subject-matter of independent claim 1 . At 
present, it is not foreseeable in which combination the applicant perceives an 
inventive concept. 

The applicant is therefore invited, in his letter of reply, to give a statement of the 
inventive concept he is looking to protect. New claims must be drafted expressing the 
inventive concept and taking into account the above comments. 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
MULTI-018 


cr^o ci iDTucD A^xiriM See Notification of Transmittal of International 

FOR FURTHER ACTION p re , lrninary Examination Report (Form PCT/1 PEA/41 6) 


International application No. 
PCT/BR 03/00143 


International filing date (dayAnonttyear) 
01.10.2003 


Priority date (dayAnonth/year) 
18.10.2002 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
F25D23/04 



Applicant 

MULTIBRAS S.A. ELETRODOMESTICOS et al. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and Is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims anctor drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report andfcr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of submission of the demand 
15.04.2004 


Date of completion of this report 
14.04.2005 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 

SSk D-80298 Munich 
JUj) Tel. +49 89 2399 -OTx: 523656 epmud 
.. Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized Officer 

Zanotti, L ( ^ } 
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EXAMINATION REPORT 

I. Basis of the report 



1 With regard to the elements of the International application (Replacement sheets ^'^^!^2Ked ? 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as originally filed 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)). 



Description, Pages 

1_10 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1_19 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 ff.jff as originally filed 

2 With reqard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language^ in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under th.s item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/br 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing. 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

Hi. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
E3 claims Nos. 14-19 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

S no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 14-19 

2 A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/ 
or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


3-12 




No: 


Claims 


1,2, 13 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrie, applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Claim 1 



. nF1 Q fi w 973 (D1 ) which is considered to represent the closest state of 

acces cries in the form of shelves (25). D1 discloses that the door 

refrigerator has an internal wall (14) carrying retaining means (17, 18), whch are 

to each other and disposed according to horizontal rows and vertical 
Sins Z are spaced from each other according to a predetermined standard, so 
STach^?means can receive and retain, simply by filling a respechve 
»nldno means (32) incorporated to one of the shelves to be removably affixed to 
engaging means (szj ' nc P distances between the vertical columns of 

z gt - i^z^ S he,ves >* ***** - *- *. ***** 

of the can be fully occupied with multiple accessories adjacent 
disposed side by side, each shelf having at leas, one engag.ng means fitted ,n a 
respective retaining means (col. 4, lines 44-50). 

The subiect-matter of claim 1 differs from the accessory arrangement of D1 only in 
M "e a^angenten. further comprises accessories In the tarn of can holders and 
wire frame shelves. 

However, it is well known in the at to provide this kind of accessories in a 
rt^Tmder to support different products (see for example document DE 295 19 436 
TZZtZ Z frame shelved or EP 1 030 141 , which shows a refrigerator door 
provided with shelves and a can holder). 

Therefore the addition of can holders and wire frame shelves in the arrangement 
oTscloled in D1 is matter of normal design and does not involve any ,nvent,ve sk.il. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 does not therefore involve an inventive step (Article 
33(3) PCT). 
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1.2. 



Furthermore, claim 1 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT because he 
suTeJ Emitter for which protection is soughtis not ciear. Claim 1 attempts to def.ne 
an accessory arrangement by reference to a refrigerator door wh.ch ,s not part of the 
££Z aTngement (cf. PCT Guidelines, PCT/GL/3 ,.1, 4.8a). In order to remove the 
!ack of clarity caused thereby, the claim should relate to a refngerator door w.th an 
accessory arrangement. 



2. Claims 2 and 13 



The additional features of dependent claims 2 and 13 are also disclosed in document 
D1 . Therefore, also the subject matter of claims 2 and 1 3 does not involve an 
inventive step for the same reasons stated above. 



3. Claims 3-12 



Dependent claims 3-12 contain features referring to the different embodiments of 
certaTn details of the subject-matter of independent claim 1 These features appear to 
be neither shown nor suggested by the available prior art documents. 

Therefore, the subject-matter of claims 3-1 2 would appear to meet the requirements 
of the PCT in respect of novelty and inventive step. 
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(57) Abstract: An accessory arrangement for a refrigerator 
door, said accessories being in the form of can holders (20), 
median shelves (30), wire frame shelves (30a), and other means 
for supporting the products to be refrigerated, said door (10) of 
the refrigerator having an internal wall (11) carrying retaining 
means (12), which are identical to each other and disposed 
according to horizontal rows and vertical columns, each 
retaining means (12) being able to receive and retain, simply 
by fitting a respective engaging means (40) incorporated to 
one of said accessories to be removably affixed to the internal 
wall (11) of the door (10). The distances between the vertical 
columns of the retaining means (12) and the widths of the 
accessories are designed so that the useful width of said internal 
wall (11) is fully occupied with multiple accessories adjacently 
disposed side by side. 
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0 Special categories of cited documents : 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but published on or after the International 

filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority daim(s) or 
which Is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 
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